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MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP 
ON MODULAR COORDINATION ON HOUSING IK THE 
CENTRAL AMERICAN ISTHMUS 
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Assistence Operations (BTAO), the Organization of American States 
(OAS) and the Inter-American Development Band (IDB).
as p ar t  the a c t i v i t i e s  undertaken w i th in  de economic i n t e g r a t i o n  
programme, during the l a s t  f i v e  years  in  the f i e l d  o f  hous ing ,  the Sub-C£ 
Lim itée on hous ing ,  B u i ld in g  and Planning o f  the Central  America Economic 
C ooperat ion  Committee has e s t a b l i s h e d  a working group to  s tudy at  the 
t e c h n i c a l  l e v e l  the r e s u l t s  o f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  in  the f i e l d  o f  
modular c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  and to  make recommendations f o r  the adopt ion  o f  that  
system in  i t s  member c o u n t r i e s .
The problems o f  housing  have been t h e s u b j e c t  o f  s tudy in the i n t £  
g r a t i o n  programme- s in c e  1957. At the Meeting on Housing,  Planning and 
B u i ld in g  M a te r ia l s  I n a u s t r i e s  h e ld  in  San J o s é ,  Costa S i c a  in  november o f  
that  year  the need was p o in te d  out to  e s t a b l i s h  Central  American standards  
and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  fu r  some b u i l d i n g  m a t e r ia l s  and to  undertake s tu d ie s  
f o r  t h e i r  d imensional  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  The p r o j e c t  was in c lu d e d  in  the 
programme o f  work o f  the Sub Committee on Housing,  B u i ld in g  and Planning 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1958 as a s u b s id ia r y  organ o f  the Committee on Economic 
Coop erat ion .
A f terw ard s ,  on the b a s i s  o f  R e s o l u t i o n  61 (CCS) o f  the Committee 
the United Nations  Bureau o f  T echn ica l  A s s i s t a n c e  Operat ions  ass igned  an 
exp e r t  on housing to  the programme, who s in c e  j u l y  1959 has been working 
in  the s t u d ie s  on b u i l d i n g  m a t e r ia l s  s t a n d a r d iz a t i o n  and modular co o rd in a  
t i o n ,  as w e l l  as in  the a n a l y s i s  o f  the n a t i o n a l  housing programmes and o f  
the p resen t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the b u i l d i n g  m a t e r ia l s  i n d u s t r i e s  in  o p e r a t i o n  in 
Central  America.  In 19Ó2 a d d i t i o n a l  c o l a b o r a t i o n  has been r e c e i v e d  from 
e xp er ts  o f  the O rgan iza t ion  o f  American S ta te s  and, more r e c e n t l y ,  from 
one exp er t  on p r o d u c t i v i t y  from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour O rgan iza t ion ,  
ass igned  to  the Central  America r e g i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t e n c e  programme.
The s t u d ie s  prepared are in c lu d e d  in  the r e p o r t s  e n t i t l e d  Modular 
C o o r d in a t io n  in  Housing ( E / cN. 12/CCE/SC. 4 / 9 )  and t/ork B ook le t  
( C C E /  S C  . 4 /  I I  /  G T C M / 4  ) ,  p resen ted
/as basic
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on modular coordination on housing i n  the
CENTRAL AMERICAN ISTHMUS
Meeting sponsored  j p ç n t l y  by the United Nation Economic Commission f o r  Latin  
America (CEPaL ) ,  the  United Nations  Bureau o f  T e c h n ic a l  A s s i s t e n c e  Operat ions  
( BÏAO) ,  the O rgan iza t ion  o f  American S ta te s  (OAS) and Inter -Am erican  D eve lo£  
ment Bank (IDB).
dimensions ; tolerances; efficiency: and productivity, and module appropiate for 
Central America.
Second, the group will study the relationship between modular coordination 
and the technological process of industrial production for building materials 
and equipment needed for housing. Within this study special attention should be 
given to the industrial processes in use and to the possible alterations to be 
introduced in them for the production of modulated materials, and standard 
dimensions should be formulated for the production of the various components.
Once those standard have been formulated, the group should integrate them -by 
means of unified types and equivalents- in more complex architectural designs for 
whole or partial housing units.
The development of the two first points will permit a thorough analysis, 
not only of the aspects related to the modular coordination system as such, but 
of the implications of its possible adoption in the planning, organization and 
operation of the housing programs of the national housing institutes in the Central 
American countries.
In accordance with the results thus obtained, the group will complete its 




in c l u d i n g  d e a d l i n e s ,  t e s t i n g ,  i n i t i a l  scope  and subsequent  e f f e c t s - f o r  the 
a dopc ión  o f  the system o f  nodu lar  c o o r d i n a t i o n  by the n a t i o n a l  housing ins  
t i t u t e s  an a Central  American b a s i s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  1 oktrolate recomenda cions  
r e gard in g  the s teps  and measures to  e adopted to  promote th e 'g r a d u a l  adajj 
t a t i o n  o f  the o u i i d i n g  m a t e r ia l s  producers  and hous ing  equipment nanufactu  
res  in  Central  America t  the requirements  o f  tae modular c o o r d i n a t i o n  sys_ 
tern.
' j . O rgan iza t ion  o f  the work o f  the meeting 
ïue  group w i l l  work in p lenary  m eet ins .  Tae p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  have the 
a s v i s e  o f  e xp er ts  i r o n  the un ited  d a t i o n s ,  the O rgan iza t ion  o f  American 
o t a t e s  and the Interam erican  Development Bank, as w e l l  as from c o u n t r i e s  
o u t s id e  Central  America-bweden, the United kingdom, Canadá, and the United  
S ta tes  o f  America-  where more advancea e x p e r ie n c e s  in the f i e l d  o f  modular 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  on nousing  are a v a i l a b l e .
in order  to  make an a n a l y s i s  o f  tae  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betwen the b a s i c  
module and the des ign  nodu les  proposed  on one hand, and the i n d u s t r i a l  pro 
c e s s e s  f o r  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r ia l s  and housing  equipment,  
on the o th e r ,  the group w i l l  v i s i t  s i x  f a c t o r i e s  in  Ban S a lvador ,  where i t  
w i l l  h o ld  working s e s s i o n s .
4.  r e s u l t s  o f  the meeting 
I t  i s  important to  make emphasis on the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the meeting o f  
the Working Group on Modular C o o r d in a t io n  on hous ing  f o r  tne  Central  Araeri 
can Economic . i n t e g r a t i o n  programme. The advantages o f  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  sys_ 
tem in housing are wellknown.  In the c o u n t r i e s  w ith  g r e a t e r  e x p e r ie n c e  in 
tne m atter ,  those  advantages nave mainly  c o n s i t e d  in  a c o n s i d e r a b l e
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loweving of tne cost of the construction progra m m e s , which in relation to 
available resources, in amounts always limited, make possible no re sizable 
advances tnan those achieved under different condittions in  tne solution 
o f  tne social problem of housing, besides, the reunction and standardiza­
tion of tne types of materials and equipment used, obtained through the mo
dular coordination system, result in higher levels of productivity and
o f
efficiency and in a reduction of tne cost/production of materials and equi£ 
m e n t .
It is evident that tne same benefits could be derived frcn the 
application of the modular coordination system in the Central iioerican 
countries. Furthermore, the existance of a regional common market and of 
an economic integration programme determine the possibilities of obtai­
ning additional advantages. In fact, the execution of the national housing 
construction programmes on the oasis of modular materials and equipment, 
with a uniform criterion on tne regional level, will greatly facilitate 
tne development of Central American production and its commerce within tne 
frameworii of tne common u a r n e t . j-u i u , also, tne utilization in all the conn 
tries of tne region of tne modular coordination system will result in the 
existence of aprupiate conditions for the coordination of the national Lou 
sing programmes .and for an eventual degree of especialization in some as_ 
pects such as planning, design, and utilization of the everlinited techni­
cal resources, on Central American oases.
It is in this sense tnat  the p re se n t  meeting of the working Group 
on nodular Coordination on Mousing has an important meaning f o r  the econo­
mic integration of the Central American Istumuius. Tne r e p o r t  and other 
au tcomings of tne meeting w i l l  be submitted to the consideration o f  the 
riub Committee on Housing,  B u i ld in g  and Planning o f  the Cental i i oe r i can
/dconouic
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Economic C ooperat ion  Comnittes to  be h e ld  in  1962 and w i l l  permit  the 
organs o f  the i n t e g r a t i o n  programme and i t s  member s t a t e s  to  take the ne­
c e s s a r y  measures f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  in t h i s  f i e l d .
The emphasis so g iven to  nodu lar  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i l l  c o i n c i d e  with 
an s tage  o f  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  in the housing  Programmes in  Central  America 
in  which the In t e r  American Bank o f  Bevelopnent  has an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n  through i t s  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and f i n a n c i n g  op é ra t io n *  I t  i s  to  
be hoped that  the r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  meeting v i l l  a l s o  he o f  va lue  in  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  o f  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  housing c o n s t r u c t i o n  and w i l l  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  
to  an in c r e a s in g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the f i n a n c i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  whether na­
t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  or  i n t e r n a t i o n a l , which deal  w ith  the housing  problems 
in Central  America.
